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THE FIRST 25 YEARS-THE SCHM OF QUBBEC, 1950-1975 

On 24 October 1950,14 people met at the invitation of the abbC Arthur 
Maheux in the Institut d'Histoire et de Gbographie, of the Universitb 
Laval in Quebec City to form the SociCtC canadienne d'histoire Be la 
mbdetine (XHM). Among them were physicians, historians, and ar- 
chivists. Dr. Sylvio Leblond (1901-1990), intemist and instructor of medi- 
cal history at Laval, was electd president and served in this capacity until 
he moved to Chicoutirni in December 1951. 

The initiative to"form a society had been prompted by the upcoming 
centennial of Laval medical school. One of the original goals was to over- 
see the writing of the fhcultyfs history-a task completed in 1953 by the 
historian-journalist-poet, C. M. Boissonault (1902-1979).' The society 
also undertook to provide regular columns for the journal, Laval Midi- 

l cal. 

Founding members, 24 October 1950 

Jean-Charles Bonenfant librarian of the province of QuCbec 
Jean-Louis Bonenfant pathologist 
C. M. Boissonault historian and publicist with the ministry 

of health 
Benoit Boucher doctor 
Antonio Drolet librarian at Lava1 University 
Emile Gaumond dermatologist 
Charles A. Gauthier doctor 
Rosaire Gingras doctor 
Pierre Jobin doctor and dean of Lava1 University medicine 
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Luc Lacoursiere archivist of folklore 
Sylvio Leblond internist 
abbe Arthur Maheux archivist 
Jean-Thomas Michaud doctor 
Antoine Roy archivist of the province of Quebec 
Charles Vezina outgoing dean, Lava1 University medical 

school 
The paper titles, proceedings, and publications were fully docu- 

mented by Sylvio Leblond in two detailed articles about the society's 
history: one at the tenth anniversary: and another just prior to the 25th 
anni~ersary.~ The founders chose the "pretentious" name for the local 
club, because they hoped that some day it would become truly national; 
they were confident that any national society in the future would even- 
tually have to contend with theirs4 

In the early days, meetings took place several times a year, in homes, 
hospitals, or academic institutions. Members read their research papers 
to each other, sometimes more than one paper at a meeting. On at least 
nine occasions, the society met with other larger groups. For example, 
in 1952 and 1959 sessions were held in conjunction with the meeting of 
the Congres of the Association des Medecins de la Langue Fransaise, 
and in September 1954 a special conference was held on medicine in 
history and fiction. Over the course of 25 years, 127 works were pre- 
pared; 97 were read at 61 ordinary meetings. Numerous publications re- 
sulted, 19 of which were printed in a spec@ issue of the Cahiers of the 
SocietC Historique de Quebec (1970, no. 22). Many others appeared in 
the Union Midicale du Canada, Laval MMicaI, Midecine de France (1957), 
Cahigrs des Dix, Vie MMicale au Canada Franpis, and the Canadian Medical 
Association Journal. Founders J. C. Bonenfant, Drolet, Maheux, and Roy 
csntributed to the history of French Canada, and at least two other mem- 
bers, Leblond and Fortier, wrote books about medical hi~tory.~ 

I After an enthusiastic beginning, during which regular meetings took 
place, a lull of three years occurred-perhaps because Leblond was no 
longer in Quebec City. The society was revived under the leadership of 
the dermatologist-venereologist, Emile Gaumond (d. 1965). The vitality 
continued under the pediatrician, De la. Broquerie Fortier (19041994), 
who was responsible for turning the local group into a truly national so- 
ciety with an international reputation. 

The ties binding this group were those of long-standing friendship, as 
well as a love of medicine and its history. The,Bonenfants were sons of a 
physician who had been the lone practitioner on Ile d'0rlb-s. Many oth- 
ers had been students together at high school or at Laval medical school: 
Gaumond and Leblond graduated in the Laval class of 1928; Fortier, in 
1932. This deep affection is apparent in Leblond's tribute to Gaumond: 
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On March 15, Emile Gaumond wrote me of his intention to resign as presi- 
dent.. . . In early April, he was ailin and went to Boston where he was E operated for a lung condition. On the 9 ,he came home in his coffin. Gaumond 
was dead. Gaumond, whom I had met in 1917 on the benches of the Petit 
%minaire de Quhbec, was an exceptional man. During the war, he contributed 
to the fight against venereal disease, which had its highest highesr incidence 
among all Canadian soldiers in the region of Quebec and M~ntreal .~ 

From Chicoutimi, Leblond took on the role of secretary-serving, 
somewhat reluctantly it appears, for five years until 1969. At a 1968 
meeting, Galarneau was elected in absentia to the position of secretary, 
but he declined the office and Leblond-"toujours a Chicoutimi"-sol- 
diered on.7 

Prior to 1971, the society had no treasurer, because, as Madame 
Bonenfant recently put it, there was "no treas~re."~ The society's first 
bank account was opened in 1958, when Poulenc Fr&res made a dona- 
tion of $50 to the SCHM. Annual dues of $5 were instituted in 1963,~ The 
position of treasurer was created in 1971, but it was combined with the 
duties of the secretary in 1977. Madame Bonenfant served as secretary- 
treasurer for more than a decade through the transition from a local 
group to a national society. She was recognized as an honorary life 
member in 1988 and continues to serve as secretary to the still lively 
Quebec city society now presided over by Dr, CamiUe Gosselin. 

The energetic Dr. Fortier participated readily in various national and 
international events and actively promoted the society at home and 
abroad. Named by the SCHM as Canada's representative to the Interna- 
tional Society for the History of Medicine in 1967, he soon became vice- 
president of the latter society. On 19 May 1972, Dr. Fortier returned from 
Europe and calmly informed his colleagues that he had offered Quebec 
City as the site for the International meeting in 1976. Toward this end, he 
advised his friends that letters patent, incorporation, and a Canadian " 

charter under a' bilingual name, were soon to be granted (29 October 
I 

1973).1° Although Dr. Fortier was enthusiastic about the forthcoming 
conference, his colleagues were surprised, if not alarmed. 

A truly national society was expected to host the international meet- 
ing; however, with a few significant exceptions, the SCHM had been 
centred on Lava1 and Quebec City. WO vice-presidents were recruited 
to represent western and eastern Canada: Dr. Robert Macbeth, a sur- 
geon, and Dr. Arthur Kelly, who soon resigned due to illness and was 
succeeded by Dr. G. R. "Pat" Paterson. A historian of pharmacy, Pater- 
son was also the first executive director of the Hannah Institute for the 
History of Medicine, which had been formed by Associated Medical 
Services in 1974." Dr. Paterson speculates that the invitation came his 
way, not only for regional representation, but also because he was per- 
ceived as an asset in raising monetary support.'* Indeed, the society has 
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benefitted from the largesse of AMS / Hannah Institute in many ways 
over its second 25 years. 

THE SECOND 25 YEARS: THE SCHM/CSHM 

The International Society for the History of Medicine met in Quebec 
City from 21 to 28 August 1976. Although that meeting occurred in the 
26th year of the SCHM, it can be considered the first of the national 
meetings of the reconstituted society. A second meeting was held to- 
gether with the Canadian Medical Association in Quebec City in 1977, 
but it was poorly attended. As a result, the original plan to meet in alter- 
nate years in conjunction with medical groups, and with historical 
groups, was quickly abandoned. 

Dr. Paterson claims that he had urged the SCHM/CSHM to meet in 
conjunction with the Learned Societies. His wish was fulfilled in 1978 
when the society met with the Leamed Societies conference in London, 
Ontario. Since that meeting and without fail, the SCHM/CSHM has 
met with the Leamed Societies, in 19 different cities, in nine different 
provinces. At each meeting, 25 to 30 papers have been read. 

Membership had grown eightfold in the first 30 years from 14 to 113; 
following the nationalization, membership rapidly increased nearly 
three-fold to a maximum of 350 in 1987. The next year, however, the 
boom had passed; 45 members were in arrears. The society has main- 
tained its current size of approximately 270 members for a decade and a 
half. Its original diversity persists and expands. Already in 1980, Ma- 
dame Bonenfant noted that 26 of the 113 members were women. 

Table 1 
A Few Statistics 

I Members 14 113 133 160 281 331 350 254 265 241 287 269 

Dues $5 $15 $25 $25 $35 $35 

The Constitution of the reconfigured society was developed by a 
small committee of Yolande Bonenfant, Wendy Mitchinson, and 
Charles Roland (chair); it was adopted in 1982. Revisions to the consti- 
tution were made during 1994-5 under the direction of Janice Dickin 
McGinnis and adopted June 1995. 

The new constitution specified mailed nominations and mailed bal- 
lots. It also entrenched a vague tradition of allowing the Vice-President 
to automatically step up to President. Despite these recommendations, 
few mailed ballot elections have been held (most officers being elected 
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by acclamation), and few Vice-Presidents have automatically stepped 
up to President at the anticipated time. The interpretation of the Consti- 
tion has been flexible. 

Two honors are now part of the SCHM/CSHM annual meeting. The 
first is the AMS-Paterson lecture. Founded in the early 1980s as the Han- 
nah lecture by an AMS grant to facilitate guest speakers, this lectureship 
was renamed to honor Dr. Paterson on his retirement as Executive Direc- 
tor of the Hannah Institute, and as he stepped down as President of the so- 
ciety. The second award, established on the initiative of Dr. C. C. Roland, 
honors the memory of physician-historian H. N. Segall by recognizing the 
best paper read by a student. 

From time to time, some members have questioned the rationale for 
the Learned Societies venue, wondering if the SCHM/CSHM should 
try to meet on its own, or in conjunction with medical meetings. Every 
time the issue has been addressed, the suggestion meets with little en- 
thusiasm-not only for reasons of inertia. The "Learned Societies" 
venue (renamed the Congress of the Social Sciences and Humanities in 
1998) helps to keep dues, fees, costs of accommodation, administration, 
and service charges within an affordable range, because it makes use of 
academic facilities, student labor, and a common administration. More 
importantly, it allows for attendance at (and combined sessions with) 
other scholarly societies, such as the Canadian Historical Association, 
the Canadian Society for the History and Philosophy of Science, and the 
Canadian Association for the History of Nursing. A portion of our dues 
are spent on our membership in the Humanities and Social Sciences 
Federation of Canada; but at the time of writing this expenditure has al- 
ways been of net benefit to our society with reimbursements for travel 
offered to those presenting papers, especially students. 

Another question that has been revisited, almost on an annual basis, ~ 

is the tradition of continuous plenary sessions versus parallel sessions. 
I In order to avoid dividing the audience-possibly along conceptual 

lines-program committees have opted to pack the days of the meet- 
ings in plenary sessions. To avoid parallel' sessions, the meeting moved 
from two days to three days in 1990. Our meetings are characterized by 
surgically early starts, fashionably late finishes, and all too brief lunches 
and breaks. As the discipline grows and submissions increase, the ques- 
tion of parallel sessions is raised each year-so far, it has been rejected. 
True, the meeting days are long and early sessions can be poorly at- 
tended, but avoiding any overlap has meant that every delegate has had 
access to every paper. The courageous few Americans, Mexicans, and Eu- 
ropeans who have attended our meetings comment enviously on the in- 
terdisciplinary collegiality that characterizes the SCHM/CSHM-a qual- 
ity of our society that may be fostered by our programming traditions. No 
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doubt, the other meeting tradition that has contributed to this sense of 
community is an informal dinner at a member's home or in a good res- 
taurant with regional fare. 

PUBLICATIONS 

In 1979, Dr Kenneth B. Roberts of Memorial University in Newfound- 
land edited the fir'st of the biannual newsletters. Dr. Roberts was as- 
sisted by Sylvio Leblond and Jacques Bemier. Meticulously produced, the 
Newsletter ran up to 40 pages in length containing not only the usual news 
and announcements, but also scholarly articles, illustrations, regional re- 
ports, programs of annual meetings, minutes, and financial reports. A 
1981 survey conducted among SCHM/CSHM members encouraged the 
editors to expand and formalize theNewsletter as the Bulletin. 

June 1984 saw the first number of the Canadian Bulletin of Medical His- 
toy/Bulletin canadien de l'histoire de la mkdecine, with Dr. Roberts, as- 
sisted by Jacques Bemier, as editor and Charles Roland presiding over 
book reviews. Its printing was made possible by a grant from the Han- 
nah Institute for the History of Medicine. Dr. Roland took over as editor 
in June 1987 and Wilfrid Laurier Press became the publisher. In recogni- 
tion of its scholarly achievements, SSHRC funding was secured in 1992 
while James T. H. Connor and Paul Potter served as editors. TheBulletin 
continues to operate partly from membership dues, partly from its 
SSHRC funding, and mostly from a generous grant of the AMSHannah 
Institute renewable at five-year intervals. 

Now well-recognized for the quality and diversity of its contribu- 
tions, the Bulletin is indexed in HISTLlNE and other bibliographies of 
medical history. It is not yet indexed in MEDLINE. 

CONCLUSION 
I 

The advent of a more formal Bulletin meant that the lag time from sub- 
mission to printing lengthened. As an unfortunate result, communica- 
tions are less spontaneous and the programs of annual meetings have 
not been printed regularly. Some members will have kept the programs 
and abstract books distributed by mail and at the annual meetings, but 
it has not been possible to match the exemplary histories of Sylvio 
Leblond, with a precise numerical accounting of the society's activities 
of the second 25 years. 

We have also forgotten to write obituaries of our friends. The CBMHI 
BCHM or its predecessor contain notices on only six members: G. Bilson 
(1988), C. M. Boissonault (l98O), C. A. Gauthier (1984), H. N. Segall(1991), 
W. Spaulding (1993), and L. Stevenson (1988). But in the last two decades 
we have lost, without comment, several key members of our society 
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whose energy and devotion should not be forgotten. They include De Ia 
Broquerie Fortier, G. Hetenyi, Sylvio Leblond, Andr6 Paradis, and 
A. A. Travill. 

closed his essay about our origins with the 
following words: "The little society born in Quebec City on 24 October 
1950 has become a national institution. Let us hope that the year 2000 
will find the future provincial divisions to be just as lively as that of 
Quebec in 1975."13 In becoming even larger, we have indeed fostered 
our discipline, with many more conferences, publications, and contacts. 
Our two main functions, the annual meetings and the Bulletin, are a 
source of enjoyment and pride. But in growing, perhaps we have under- 
emphasized the social aspects of our "society," losing some of the vi- 
vacity of smallness which has been left to the many local clubs. To re- 
cover and foster the vivacity described by our founder is a goal for our 
next quarter century. 
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LES 25 PREMIBRES ANNEES - LA SCHM DE QUBBEC, 1950-1975 

A la suite d'une invitation IancCe par l'Abbk Arthur Maheux, 14 per- 
sonnes se rencontrerent h l'hstitut d'histoire et de geographic de 
l'UniversitC Laval le 24 octobre 1950 pour triter la SociCtC canadienne 
d'histoire de la mCdecine (SCHM). Parmi ces personnes, on retrouvait 
des mCdecins, des historiens, des archivistes et des membres de com- 
munautCs religieuses. Le Dr Sylvio Leblond (1901-1990), qui enseignait 
alors l'histoire de la mCdecine 3 l'UniversitC Laval, fut Clu premier 
prCsident de la SociCtC. I1 conserva ce poste jusque'en decembre 1951, 
moment ou il quitta QuCbec pour Chicoutimi. 

C'est en prCvision du centenaire de la fondation de la Facult6 de 
MCdecine de l'UniversitC Laval que la SociCtC fClt fond&. L'un des prin- 
cipaux objectifs visb Ctait en effet d'gcrire l'histoire de ladite facultb; 
une tache confike h l'historien-pohte C. M, Boissonneault (1902-1979)1 et 
complCtCe en 1953. Un second objectif fut Cgalement fix6 : celui de pub- 
lier une cluonique d'histoire dam la revue Laval MMical. 

' Mernbresfonda teurs, 24 Octobre 1950 

Jean-Charles Bonenfant bibliothekaire de la province de Qu6bec 
Jean-Louis Bonenfant pathologiste 
C. M. Boissonault historien et publiciste pour le Ministlire 

de la santC 
Benoit Boucher mCdecin 
Antonio Drolet bibliothkcaire a lrUniversitC Lava1 
Emile Gaumond dermatologue 
Charles A. Gauthier mCdecin 
Rosaire Gingras mCdecin 
Pierre Jobin mCdecin et Doyen de la FacultC 

de medecine de l'UniversitC Laval 
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Luc Lacoursiere archiviste et folkloriste 
Sylvio Leblond interniste 
abbe Arthur Maheux archiviste 
Jean-Thomas Michaud medecin 
Antoine Roy archiviste de la province de Quebec 
Charles Vezina Doyen sortant de la FacultC de medecine 

de I'UniversitC Laval 
La synthese historique des divers documents produits dans le cadre 

des activitks de la Societk (publications, proc6s verbaux, etc.) a fait l'ob- 
jet d'un premier article de la part du Dr Sylvio Leblond B l'occasion du 
dixieme anniversaire de la fondation de l'association2, puis d'un second 
pres de 15 ans plus tard3. Selon Leblond, les membres fondateurs de la 
Societe auraient choisi de designer leur petite association locale sous le 
titre pretentieux de Societb canadienne en comptant sur le fait que 
celle-ci allait irventuellement slCtendre B l'ensemble du Canada et que ce 
nom rassembleur allait emp@cher que d'autres associations s'arrogent 
des visdes pan-canadiennes4. 

Au cours des premi6~es annees, les reunions de la Soci6t6 avaient lieu 
plusieurs fois par annCe, en divers lieux tels que d a  hbpitaux, des insti- 
tutions d'enseignement ou encore chez certain5 des membres. Les 
membres communiquaient les rksultats de leurs recherches aux autres 
lors de ces reunions, B raison parfo?s de plusieurs communications par 
membres en une m@me rencontre. A neuf reprises, la Societk a organise 
des dances et congres conjointement avec d'autres groupes. Par exem- 
ple, les rencontres des membres de la SociCte se sont tenues dans le ca- 
dre du Congres des mCdecins de langue fransaise, et ce, B deux reprises, 
soit en 1952 et 1959. De plus, en septembre 1954, un congrhs special sur 
le theme de la medecine ccdans l'histoire et dam la fiction,, a kgalement 
et6 organise. Au cours des 25 premieres annees de son existence, les 
membres de la Socikte ont produit 127 travaux, dont 97 present& dans 

I le cadre de 61 rencontres de l'association. Les travaux de la Societe ont 
egalement donnb lieu B de nombreuses publications, dont 19 re- 
groupCes dans un numbro special des Cahiers de la Societe Historique 
de Quebec (1970, no. 22). Plusieurs autres sont parus dans 1'Union midi- 
cale du Canada, le Laval Mtdical, la Midecine de France (1957), les Cahiers 
des Dix, La Vie midicale au Canada frangais et le Canadian Medical Associa- 
tion Journal. Les fondateurs, J. C. Bonenfant, Drolet, Maheux, et Roy, ont 
contribue B l'histoire de l'Amerique fransaise; au moins deux autres, 
Leblond et Fortier, avaient Ccrit des livres sur I'histoire de la mCdecine5. 

Apres des debuts enthousiastes, au cours desquels les activitCs de la 
Socibtb se tenaient de f a~on  rbguiiPre, une interruption de trois ans est 
survenue, peut-&re occasionnee par le depart du Dr Leblond pour 
Chicoutimi. C'est des lors sous l'impulsion du dermatologue et v6n6- 
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raison de cet Cvenement, il annonqa que des lettres patentes, incorpora- 
tion et charte canadienne sous un nom bilingue, allaient-bientbt Ctre 
conf6r6es a la Societk (29 octobre 1973)1°. Malgrk l'enthousiasme du 
Dr Fortier, cette annonce fut accueillie avec surprise, voire, avec une 
certaine apprehension. 

L'hBte du congr4s international se devait d'6tre m e  association d'en- 
vergure nationale. Or la trks grande majoriti? des membres de la Socikte 
provenaient de la ville de Quebec et de 1'UniversitC Laval. Deux vice- 
presidents furent donc recrut6s pour representer respectivement l'Est et 
l'Ouest du Canada : Dr Robert Macbeth, chirurgien, et Dr Arthur Kelly 
qui devrait resigner peu aprhs en raison de sa sant6, pour Ctre remplace 
par Dr G. R. &'at,, Paterson. Historien de la pharmacie, le Dr Paterson 
etait premier directeur g6neral du Hannah Institute for the History of Med- 
icine fond4 par I'Associated Medical Services en 197411. Selon le Dr Pater- 
son, cette nomination n16tait pas etrangkre au fait qu'on espCrait qu'il 
tenait les cordons de la bourse du Hannah Institute B cette epoque12. De 
fait, la Societe allait bh6ficier largement de l'appui financier du Han- 
nah Institute au cours des 25 prochaines annees. 

Le congres de la Soci6t6 intematibnale d'histoire de la mgdecine a eu 
lieu comme prevu 21 Qukbec du 21 au 28 aoQt 1976. Bien que la SCHM en 
soit alors a sa 25e amCe d'existence, l'kvt5nement reste dans ses m a l e s  
comme le premier des congrks nationaux tenus sous 1'6gide de l'associ- 
ation reconstituee. Un second congrks se tint de concert avec 1'Associa- 
tion medicale canadienne dans la ville de Quebec l'annke suivante, soit 
en 1977; mais l'6v6nemertt n'obtint qu'un succks mitig6. I1 fut dks lors 
decide d'abandonner le plan initial de se rkunir m e  annee sur deux 
dans le cadre du Congrks annuel de l'association medicale. 

Le souhait du Dr Paterson 6tait plutbt de tenir le congrhs annuel de la 
I 

Societ6 dans le cadre d'un 6v4nement plus large, celui des Swi6t6s sa- 
vantes. La chose se realisa en 1978 A London, Ontario. A partir de ce mo- 
ment, le congr&s annuel de la SCHM/CSHM s'est effectivement tenu 
dans le cadre du Congrhs des SocitSt6s savantes, dans 19 villes et neuf 
provinces diffkrentes. A chacun des congrks, m e  trentaine de commu- 
nications Ctaient prksent6es. 

Les effectifs se sont presque d6cuplQ au cours des premiers 30 ans 
d'existence de l'association, passant de 14 a 113. A la suite de sa recon- 
naissance comme SociCt6 nationale, le membership s'accrut rapidement 
pour atteindre 350 personnes en 1987. Apres un certain recul l'annee 
suivante, quand 45 de ces membres ne s'abonnaient plus, la Socikte atteig- 
nit une vitesse de croisi&re, qu'elle maintint au cours des 15 annees 
suivankes, avec des effectifs d'environ 270 membres. Pendant ces annbes, 
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la diversite qui la caractkrisait ne s'est pas dkmentie. D619 en 1980, Ma- 
dame Bonenfant soulignait que 26 des 113 membres etaient des femmes. 

Table 1 
Quejques chiffres 

Membres 14 113 133 160 281 331 350 254 265 241 287 269 

Frais $5 $15 $25 $25 $35 $35 

La constitution de la mouvelle. Societe fut dkveloppee par un comite, 
forme de Yolande Bonenfant, Wendy Michinson et Charles Roland (pre- 
sident); elle fut adoptbe en 1982. Des amendements furent, par la suite, 
apportees 9 la constitution sous le mandat de Janice Dickin McGinnis 
(1994-1995) et adoptds en juin 1995. 

La nouvelle constitution autorisait les elections et nominations par la 
poste et elle permit de mieux asseoir ce qui, jusque 19, n'avait et6 qu'une 
vague tradition : celle de rendre automatique le remplacement du prQi- 
dent par le vice-president tous les deux am. Dans les faits, peu d'Clec- 
tions se sont tenues par la poste, la plupart des nominations se faisant 
par acclamation. De plus, rares furent les occasions oh le vice-president 
remplaca le president de faqon anticipk. L'interpretation de la constitu- 
tion a toujours Ct6 flexible. 

Deux Cvenements font maintenant partie du deroulement du congres 
annuel de la SCHM/CSHM. Le premier est une conference donnee, 
chaque annee, par un chercheur de prestige invitC; il s'agit du Discours 
AMS Paterson. Tradition Ctablie au debut des annbes 1980, cet Cv6ne- 
ment fut d'abord design6 comme Ctant le Discours Hannah parce que fi- 
nance par llAssociated Medical Services. Lorsque le Dr Paterson quitta son 
poste de directeur general du Hannah Institute et termina son mandat 

I en tant que president de la SCHM/CSHM, on donna son nom 21 l'6vene- 
ment. Le deuxieme Cvknement est un prix octroye A la meilleure com- 
munication prksentCe par un 6tudimt au cours du congrbs. I1 a et15 cr& 
par l'initiative du Dr C. G. Roland pour honorer la memoire du mCdecin 
historien H. N. Segall. 

Au cours de ces annCes, certains membres ont remis en question la 
pertinence de tenir le congres annuel de la Societe dans le cadre des So- 
c@tks savantes, evoquant plut6t la possibilitC de s'inscrire dans les ac- 
tivites de congres medicaux. A chaque fois, la suggestion a et6 resue 
avec peu d'enthousiasme, pour diverses raisons autres que l'inertie. La 
participation avec Congrbs des SociktCs savantes (renommCes Congres 
des Sciences Sociales et Humaines) perrnet de maintenir les depenses 
l iks  au congres annuel (frais d'adhksion, de participation, de logement 
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et d'administration) dam des proportions acceptables, notamment par 
le recours a l'environnement universitaire, 5 la main-d'wuvre 6tudi- 
ante, aux r6sidences ainsi que par le partage des frais d'administration, 
Plus encore, la tenue du congrks anhuel de la SCHM/CSHM dans ce ca- 
dre permet de pr6voir des seances conjointes avec d'autres associations 
telles que la Societe historique du Canada et la Societe d'histoire et de 
philosophie des sciences. Une partie des revenus de la SCHM/CSHM 
doivent, de ce fait, revenir P la Federation des sciences humaines et soci- 
ales du Canada. Toutefois, jusqu'ici les avantages de cet arrangement 
ont toujours largernent compensb les coats qu'il entrainait, notamment 
B travers le remboursement des frais de transports de plusieurs partici- 
pants dont les etudiants. 

Une autre question soulevee de fason recurrente concerne l'organisa- 
tion du congrhs : doit-on tenir les seances en parallde ou en pleniere? 
Dans le but d'6viter de diviser l'auditoire- Cventuellement en fonc- 
tion de positions ideologiques ou conceptuelles - les comit6s organisa- 
teurs du programme ont toujours opt6 pour des plhibres. En raison de 
l'accroissement des activitb et du membership de la Societ6, la tenue du 
congres s'est des lors allongee d'une journke, passant de deux B trois 
jours en 1990. L'horaire se caractkrise gen6ralement par des journees 
qui commencent tres t6t et se terminent trks tard ainsi que par des 
pauses et repas trop courts. Au fur et B mesure de l'accroissement des ef- 
fectifs, la question se pose avec plus d'insistance, bien que Yid& de 
seances paralleles continue d'etre rejetee. Certes, l'horaire est tr&s 
charge et certaines seances plac6es t6t le matin ou en fin d'aprks-midi 
rejoignent peut-etre un auditoire plus mince, mais le maintien des 
plbnieres signifie que chacun a la possibilltt5 d'assister 2 toutes les pre- 
sentations Les quelques courageux Americains, Mexicains ou Eu- 
ropeens qui ont, B ce jour, participk au congr&s de la SCHM/CSHM sont 
tr6s envieux de la coll6gialitC et de l'interdisciplinarit4 qui caractkrise 

I notre association; signes distinctifs probablement encourages par le 
mode d'organisation choisi jusqu'ici. Les rencontres informelles autour 
d'un bon repas ont 6galement contribue 2 renforcer la coh4sion entre les 
membres. 

PUBLICATIONS 

En 1979, le Dr Kenneth B. Roberts de I'UniversitC Memorial de Terre- 
Neuve Cditait le premier num6ro du Newsletter qui allait par la suite 
devenir le Bulletin. Le Dr Roberts etait second6 dans cette tiiche par Syl- 
vio Leblond et Jacques Bernier. Produit avec soins, le Newsletter faisait 
plus de 40 pages, contenant des articles scientifiques, illustrations, rap- 
ports regionaux, programme du prochain congres annuel, proces ver- 
baux et rapports financiers. A la suite d'un sondage aupres des mem- 
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bres en 1981, il fut decide non seulement de maintenir la publication 
mais de la transformer en veritable revue scientifique. 

C'est en juin 1984 qu'etait publie le premier numero du nouveau 
Canadian Bulletin of Medical Histoy/Bulletin canadien d'histoire de la mkde- 
cine. Dr Roberts en Ctait le redacteur en chef et il etait second6 par 
Jacques Bernier. Charles Roland etait responsable de la section 
(Comptes rendus,,. L'edition de la revue fut rendue possible par une 
subvention du Hannah Institute for the History of Medicine. Le Dr 
Roland devint redacteur en chef du Bulletin en 1987 et Les Presses Wil- 
frid Laurier, la maison d'bdition dQign6e. En reconnaissance de sa 
valeur scientifique, le Conseil de reche~che en sciences humaines du 
Canada (CRSH) decida en 1992 de soutenir la publication de la revue, 
alors dirigk par Jarnes T. H. Connor et Paul Potter. La parution du Bul- 
letin est actuellement finande en partie par la contribution des mem- 
bres de la Soci6tC et par le CRSH. Cependant l'essentiel de son soutieh 
financier lui vient dfune subvention octroyee par le AMS-Hannah lnsti- 
tute renouvelable B tous les cinq m. 

Bien reconnu pour la qualite et la diversite de ses articles, le Bulletin 
est index4 dans HISTLINE ainsi que dans d'autres repertoires portant 
sur l'histoire de la medecine. Il n'est cependant pas encore index6 dans 
MEDLINE. 

CONCLUSION 

La formalisation du Bulletin a eu pour effet d'allonger le temps de la- 
tence entre la soumission et la parution des articles, avec comme rksul- 
tat de faire de la revue un vkhicule moins efficace pour toutes sortes 
d'informations ponctuelles, Ainsi les programmes n'ont pu &re publiCs 
rkguli&rement. Certains membres ont conservC les programmes et 
r4sum6s des communications distribues par la poste et lors du,congres 
annuel, mais il sfest aver6 impassible de reconstituer, B l'instar de ce 

l 

qu'avait fait Sylvio Leblond pour la periode prkcedente, le decompte 
precis des activiths de la SociCt4 au cours des 25 derni&res annees. 

Nous avons egalement souvent omis de souligner dam le Bulletin la 
contribution de colMgues deckd6s. Le CBMHBCHM comporte des no- 
tices n6crologiques sur seulement six membres: G. Bilson (1988), 
C. M. Boissonnault (1980). C. A. Gauthier (1984), H. N. Segall (1991)) 
W. Spaulding (1993) et L. Stevenson (1988). Pourtant nous avons perdu 
plusieurs membres Ctminents au cours des deux demi&res decennies. 
Parmi ceux-ci figurent De la Broquerie Fortier, G. Hetenyi, Sylvio 
Leblond, Andre Paradis, et A. A. Travill. 

Notre president fondateur termine son ouvrage sur les origines de la 
Societe en ces termes: ((La petite sociCt6, nCe B Qubbec, le 24 octobre 
1950 est devenue une institution nationale. Souhaitons que les pro- 
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chaines sections provinciales soient aussi vivaces en Iran 2000 que l'est 
celle de Quebec en 1975.13. A travers le rayonnement de ses membres, 
les publications et les congres, Ia Sociktk a dkpasse ce souhait. Les deux 
principales activites, soit la tenue du congres annuel et la publication du 
Bulletin, constituent une source de fiertk pour l'association. Mais en 
prenant de l'expansion, il est possible que nous ayons ndgligb la dirnen- 
sion des relations humaines et sociales h l'intkrieur de notre groupe, que 
nous n'ayons pas su prkserver la vivacite et la souplesse propre aux pe- 
tites structures. En cblkbrant le premier demi-sibcle d'existence de la 
SCHM/CSHM, donnons nous pour objectif la preservation de la vision 
de nos fondateurs. 
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Prhiden ts lPresiden ts 
1950-52 Sylvio Leblond 
1952-55 Charles-Auguste Gau thier 
1955-65 Emile Gaumond 
1965-79 De la Broquerie Fortier 
1979-80 Jean Beaudoin 
1980-87 G. R. "Pat" Paterson 
1987-89 C. Stuart Houston 
1989-91 Toby Gelfand 
1991-93 Gilles Maloney 
1993-95 Charles G. Roland 
1995-97 Jacques Bernier 
1997-99 T. Jock Murray 
1999-2001 Jacalyn Duffin 

Sicr&aire/Secreta y 
(a &S 1971, unTrksorier distinct; ap&s 1977, en combinaiin) 
a ter 1971, a separate Treasurer; after 1977combined) ( P 
1950-52 Pierre Jobin 
1952-59 Jean-Thomas Michaud 
1959-63 Benoit Boucher 
1963-68 Sylvio Leblond 
1968-69 Claude Galarneau 
1969-71 Pierre Savard 
1971-74 Charles Marie Boissonault 
1971-77 Rkmi-Nelson Gilbert (TrksorierlTreasurer) 
1974-77 Jacqueline Demers Lame 
1977-86 Yolande Bonenfant 
1987-92 Robert Macbeth 
1992-96 John CreUin 
1996- Paul Potter 

I 

Riunions annuels /Annual meetings 
1976 Quebec as host of International Society for the History 

of Medicine 
1977 Quebec (with CMA meeting) 
1978 London 
1979 Saskatoon 
1980 Montreal' 
1981 Halifaxt 
1982 Ottawa 
1983 Vancouver 
1984 Guelph 
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1985 Montreal (U de M)' 
1986 Winnipeg (U M)*t 
1987 Hamilton 
1988 Windsor 
1989 Quebec 
1990 Victoria 
1991 ~ingston* 
1992 Charlottetown" 
1993 Ottawa (Carleton)* 
1994 Calgary 
1995 Montreal (UQaM) 
1996 Ste. Catherines 
1997 St. John's 
1998 Ottawa (U 0 )  
1999 Sherbrooke 
2000 Edmonton 
2001 Quebec 
2002 Toronto 
' Program printed in SCHM / CSHM Newsletter or Bulletin 
t Report of AGM, or of secretary treasurer printed in Nezvsletter or Bulletin 

Redacteurs du Bulletin / Editors of the Bulletin 
1979-87 Kenneth B. Roberts (jusqu'a / until 1984 Naosletter) 
1987-90 Charles G .  Roland 
1990-95 J. T. H. Connor and Paul Potter 
1995-97 J. T.H. Connor and J. J. Connor 
1997- Cheryl Krasnick Warsh 

Archivistes Archivists 
1965-70 Antonio Drolet 

I 1994-2000 Barbara Craig 

Discours Hannah /Hannah Lecture 
1982 J. Crellin and S. Leblond* 
1984 Robert J. T. Joy 
1985 Jean-Charles Sournia* 
1986 John Norris 
* Publie / published by BCHMICBMH 
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Discours AMS-Paterson /AMS-Paferson Lecture 
1987 John Parascandola* 
1988 Guenter B. Risse 
1989 Jean-Noel Biraben* 
1990 Judith Walzer Leavitt 
1991 John Harley Warner 
1992 Jackie Pigeaud* 
1993 Philip M. Teigen 
1994 Susan E. Cayleff 
1995 Franqois Delaporte 
1996 Barbara G. Rosenkrantz 
1997 Gerald L. Geison 
1998 Susan Reverby 
1999 Charles G. Roland* 
2000 Andrew R. Cunningham 
* Publib / publishedby BCHMICBMH 

Prix Harold N .  Segall /Harold N .  Segall Prize 
(travail df6tudiant(e) / student paper) 

1994 Robert Sullivan 
1995 Genevieve Dumas 
1996 James Morin 
1997 Fiona Miller 
1998 Not awarded 
1999 JenniferMarotta 

Membres honoraires /Honorary Members 
Yolande Bonenfant 
Bernard Longprd 

I Robert Macbeth 
G. R. "Pat" Paterson 
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